
2006 Essay Contest 
 

For Joshua Tree 2006, we are delighted to announce the winner, 
 

Henry (Firewolf) Marchand 
of Fall River, Massachusetts 

 

 

Henry lives with his wife of 27 years, Linda, and two cats, Aurora and TK (short for Tazmanian Kitty) 
in Fall River, Massachusetts. There he works as a finishing assembler, testing industrial heaters 
before they are shipped out to clients around the world. He likes what he does and enjoys the 
people he works with, but thinks he might like to have a business of his own one day. 
 
When talking with Henry, I found him to be a quiet, sensitive and gentle person. Finding out about 
him was a real pleasure. As he slowly began to tell me a little about himself, I found out this 
nurturing and caring man is filled with secret talents. Some of his poetry has been published and he 
loves to play guitar, serenading Linda with songs that he has written especially for her. He is filled 
with music that comes out in nearly any instrument that he picks up. 
 
Henry is a member of the new Fall River council in Massachusetts, and a former member of the 
Boston council. He joined the council because he likes the people, and because he found that the 
beliefs of the sisterhood and Lynn matched his own beliefs. He has a deep appreciation for the 
magic and philosophies of paganism, wicca, and shamanism. I will let him tell you of the magic he 
has experienced in life. 

 

For the 2006 Essay Contest, participants were asked to talk about 
enchantment: 
   

• I would like for you to write about your favorite enchantment in life - 
whatever that means to you. 
   



In answer to the call, here is Henry Marchand’s Winning Essay: 

 An Enchanted Experience  

 
Life is a magical experience, filled with enchantments that are beautiful, 
exciting, and sometimes, spine-tingling. Every enchanted experience 
transforms me, and always in unexpected ways.    Being aware of nature, is 
the easiest way to be open to life's enchanted experiences. Being amongst 
trees in a park or looking at a starry sky from my backyard, is enough, to 
awaken, my inner child. Once awakened, I am able to experience unseen 
beings and places. By pulling back the veil of common sense and disbelief, I 
can imagine and experience possibilities yet unknown. 
 
   Such moments usually happen when I'm alone. Occasionally, I have shared 
these experiences with others. 
 
   I remember a very special moment that happened some time ago. My wife 
and I were camping in the mountains of New Hampshire, where my niece and 
her husband had a trailer which they transformed into a cabin there. 
 
   Every first week of July, they would invite their friends and family to spend 
time with them, and camp there on their two acres of land. One year I had to 
work during that week, so my wife and I went a weekend early to help them 
prepare for everyone else who would be coming by the following week. 
 
   That weekend there was a full moon. This was the perfect time to have our 
full moon celebration outdoors. 
 
   The property next door to their cabin was unowned, at the time. So as to not 
be disturbed, we had our ceremony in the yard beside that house. It was 
surrounded by many trees, making it very secluded. The night's breeze was 
just too strong to keep our one candle lit but the moonlight gave us all the 
light we needed. 
 
   The crickets and tree toads sang along with us, making the whole event 
very special. In the darkened forest surrounding us, fireflies'  lights were 
glowing like decorations in the trees. The energy was high and filled the air 
with the most remarkable feeling of happiness and well being. To top it off, 
the sky was brilliant with the most amazing array of stars. Nature itself was 
speaking to my heart that night. 
 
   We sang, and we danced, giving thanks and praise for all of the beauty and 
wonder that night. 
 
  When our celebration finally came to an end, we packed up all our 
belongings. We stood in silence, one last time to thank the land and the night 



beings. 
 
   Just as we were about to leave, one solitary firefly, which settled upon the 
tall blades of grass near us, flew upon my wife's finger and rested there for a 
bit. Its steady glowing continued.  It stayed there for a few moments before it 
flew off to join its kin. 
 
   We were both in awe. 
 
   Perhaps it was a gift, or a sign to us. It was then I felt transformed. Nature 
herself had shown us, that her energy within us, was so powerful, even the 
small being of a firefly trusted us to its well being.  
    

 

Here is Henry’s Follow-Up Interview! 

 

* In one word how would you describe your experience at JT? 

Powerful! I learned so much. There were lots of great ideas and lots of tools to learn 

about myself. Now I’m a completely different person. I am so much bubblier, and full 

of energy, and filled with laughter!!! I feel enlightened. I feel more confident. 

* Was there a pivotal moment of change? 

That’s a tough question, because it has all been going through my mind.  

Getting to Joshua Tree was an adventure in itself. Money started coming immediately 

after the interview and I accepted the gift. I got overtime at work suddenly, and Linda 

got a raise at her job. Money just popped up.  

This was also the first time in four years where Linda and I were separated for an 

extended time and my first time away from the east coast. I looked at the trip as an 

adventure. When I got to the west coast, the scenery (the mountains, plants & trees) 

blew me away; it was breath taking.  

Once I got to Joshua Tree, the most amazing thing was I felt so comfortable around 

everyone. At the time I was not a person, who could open myself up, and here everyone 

felt like a best friend. I loved it. 

JT opened up doors to a whole new experience, and I expect it to last all year.  

* What surprised you most about the Gathering at Joshua Tree? 

I would say that the friendliness was at the top of the list. It was a magical feeling 

place. I didn’t know what to expect. All I can say is, it was a magical place! It was 



different, yet comfortable. I had to pay attention to everything. 

Lynn’s mix of wisdom and humor were incredible. There wasn’t something that I 

couldn’t laugh about or think about. And I loved the adornment part. 

The mirror work was good. I look at myself differently, when I look in the mirror now. 

I don’t know if I’m just seeing the change in myself or if I am accepting what I didn’t 

accept anymore. Either way it’s wonderful. 

* Do you have any words of wisdom you would like to share? 

Never stop experiencing. Pay attention to every moment. You never know what is 

going to come out of every moment. You never know what is going happen. 

If you go to Joshua Tree, try to experience as much as possible while you are there. 

Talk to everyone. Notice how they feel. Make their experience part of your own 

experience. 
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